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About VPT 
The first version of Virginia Permit Transparency (VPT) was created in 2022 by the 
Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) as the Permitting Enhancement 
and Evaluation Platform (PEEP) to help permittees, DEQ staff, and the public to track 
and manage the permitting and approval process of DEQ permits. In 2024, PEEP 
was expanded into VPT to include the status of permits at DEQ, Virginia Energy 
(ENERGY) and Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC).  

VPT Mission Statement 

Virginia Permit Transparency brings transparency and efficiency to the Commonwealth 
of Virginia's permitting process by providing a centralized platform to track the daily 
status and timeline of critical steps as permit applications progress. 

What VPT Tracks 

VPT tracks the approval processes for certain Commonwealth of Virginia permit 
approval actions. VPT tracks more at than 60 unique types of permits or approvals 
across three agencies.  

Below is a list of Commonwealth of Virginia agencies with permits tracked in VPT.  

 
 Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ)– January 2024 
 Virginia Department of Energy (ENERGY) – January 2024 
 Virginia Marine Resources Commission (VMRC) – January 2024 

Future Release Schedule: 

 Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) – May 2024 
 Virginia Department of Health (VDH) – May 2024 
 Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) – May 2024 

 

Data Availability 

The information in VPT is refreshed daily – thus all information is up to date as 
currently entered into each agency’s records. 
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Participating Agencies 
 

The Par cipa ng Agencies page provides informa on on the Commonwealth of Virginia agencies that 
are currently displaying their permits in VPT.  Click the “More Informa on” bu on for each agency to 
learn more about them and to find their contact informa on.  For ques ons about specific permits, use 
this page to contact the par cipa ng agencies.  
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How to Search 
Virginia Permit Transparency provides various ways for users to explore the permit 
applications. 

Search Permit Applications  

On the Search Permit Applications page, users can use the box to search by Application 
or Permit Number, Applicant Name, Agent Name, or Facility Name.  To use this 
function, write the information into the box and hit Enter on your keyboard or click the 
red “Search Permit Applications” button. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
 

6  v 1.0 January 2024                                                                                                           
 

In the example below, the user searched for all entries that contain the term “James 
River.”  The user now can see all permits containing that term. 

 

 
 

  



 
 

7  v 1.0 January 2024                                                                                                           
 

Filtering/Sorting 

On the Search Permit Applications page, users can use the box to filter results.  Filter 
options include Agency, Program Type, Permit Type, and Locality.  

In addition, users can filter results based on when the application was received by using 
the “Application Received Date Range” function.  

These filters can be used on their own, or they can be combined with results from using 
the Search Permit Application button. 

 
In the example below, the user first searched for all entries that contain the word 
“James River.”  Now, the user used the “Agency” filter to see all results for VMRC. 

 

 

Finally, you can also sort the result.  Like the Filter function, you can sort all the 
applications, or you can sort the findings from your search. In the example below, the 
user first searched for all entries that contain the word “James River.” Then, the user 
used the “Agency” filter to see all results for the word “James River” for the agency 
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VMRC.  Now, the user is using the sorting function on the “Locality” column to see all 
the results in alphabetical order.  
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Application Page 
 

When you arrive on the application page, you will first see a concise summary of the 
status the permit to date including Application Number and Applicant Name. In 
addition, you will see the Status.  

In the example below, you see that the application is “In Progress.” 

For questions about this specific permit, you can click the “Contact Project 
Manager” button to contact the Project Manger for that specific permit.  

 

 

 

 

Application Details 
 

The Application Details provides additional detail on the application. In this example, 
the Locality, Permit Type, Agency Name, and Application Description.  The 
Application Details can vary by agency and permit type. 
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Application Process Timeline 
 

The Application Process Timeline provides a Gannt Chart on all the steps in the 
application process including the status of each step. 

The gray lines show the Target Duration, and the blue lines show the Actual Duration 
of each step. 

Two key features of the Gannt Chart are the Target Date and Revised Date flags.  
Target Date is based on what the targeted date of completion of the permit is.  The 
Revised Date adjusts based on when the steps are actually completed. 

As the goal of VPT is to provide transparency in the permit application process, the 
Target Date never changes.    

In the example below, we see that due to the “Applicant – Proof of Notifications” 
step taking too long, the application will be completed later than the original Target 
Date of 1/26/2024. 

 

 

Application Process Details  
 

The Application Process Details page takes the information listed in the Application 
Process Timeline and lists it in table form. 



 
 

11  v 1.0 January 2024                                                                                                           
 

 

 

Application Processing Days 

The Application Processing Days section provides a summary of the application 
processing days for all parties in the process.  

 

 

For Assistance 
 

For help troubleshooting the VPT website, contact VPT-Support@vita.virginia.gov. 

For information regarding agency permits, use the Participating Agency page to 
contact the agencies for general questions. For questions on specific permits, use 
the “Contact Project Manager” on the Application page.  


